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Abstract

This study was conducted to identify the main obstacles confronting elementary class teachers
during their teaching physical education courses in Irbid, Jordan. To that end, researchers
developed a questionnaire comprising (39) items divided into four variables and administered
to a study sample of (279) class teachers. Findings revealed that the overall level of
obstacles/difficulties was moderate. Most important difficulties seem to be related to financial
resources and facilities/equipment, followed by factors associated with teachers’ career
professional development programs, school management and finally students. No significant
differences at (a= 0.05 were found in teachers' responses due to study variables as a whole.
However, significant differences were found at (o= 0.05) in obstacles related to
facilities/equipment and type of school. There were also significant differences at (o= 0.05) in
the difficulties related to school management due to gender.

Keywords: Physical Education, Obstacles, Elementary class teachers.
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The Efficiency of a Training Program Aiming at Enabling Middle School Female Teachers to
Develop, Analyze and Implement Hidden Curriculum

Maryam M. A. Al-Ahmadi

Professor, Curriculum and Instruction Dept., Arabic Language, Tabouk University, Tabouk, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

This study was conducted to measure the effectiveness of a training program, which aims at
allowing middle school teachers to develop, analyze and implement hidden curriculum. To that
end, the researcher designed a program relevant to this objective and ensured its validity and
reliability before its implementation. Also, an achievement test was administered to measure
teachers’ prior knowledge, understanding as well as their capacity to analyze and implement
hidden curriculum. The study sample consisted of 35 female middle school teachers working in
Tabouk, Saudi Arabia. Findings revealed poor understanding of hidden curriculum, and thus
teachers’ incapacity to analyze and/or implement hidden curriculum. Having followed the
program, these same teachers showed substantial betterment in teachers’ understanding,
analyzing and implementation of hidden curriculum, which is an indication of the program’s
efficiency and effectiveness.

Keywords: Hidden curriculum, Female Teachers, Training program, Developing, Analyzing,
Implementing.
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Aghadeer S. Aidaroos

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Educational Administration and Planning, Faculty of Education,
Umm Al-Qura University, Mecca, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

This study was conducted to identify the current standing of Saudi universities’
implementation of academic accreditation requirements; namely standard number eleven
entitled: “Relationship between Academic Institutions and Community”. The paper used the
descriptive analysis approach. Having ensured its validity and reliability, the researcher the
survey administered to collect data from a population sample of 14 deans representing Saudi
Community Colleges. As perceived by respondents, findings revealed an average level of
effective implementation of standard eleven. The paper offers a set of recommendations and
highlights the necessity to pay more attention to standard eleven, since it is part of the

academic accreditation process.

Keywords: Academic accreditation, Saudi universities, Community service.
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Evaluating Middle School Textbooks in Light of Quality Standards

Awad Al-Johani

Associate Professor, Department of Curricula and Instruction, College of Education,
Taibah University, Madinah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study aims to explore the presence of quality standards in Jurisprudence textbooks taught
in Saudi middle schools. To that end, the researcher prepared a set of quality standards based
on related literature review along with the assistance of some specialists in the field. Having
grouped and verified the validity and reliability of 144 indicators, the researcher classified
them into seven standards; namely: 1) book introduction, 2) objectives, 3) content, 4) activities
and teaching aids, 5) book format and layout, 6) particularity of Islamic Jurisprudence
textbooks and 7) assessment. Findings revealed that textbooks obtained either medium or very
weak scores in all standards. With this average level, book format came on top of all standards
followed by particularity of Islamic Jurisprudence textbooks, content, activities and visual aids,
then assessment. On the other hand, objectives and introduction standards were at the bottom
of the list with very weak scores.

Keywords: Evaluation, Islamic Jurisprudence books, Quality standards.
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Relationship between Job Satisfaction and Professional Performance amongst
Academic Staff at Yarmouk University, Jordan

Nabilah AlI-Omari

Assistant Professor of Educational Administration, Department of Libraries and Information, College of Arts,

Dammam University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study was conducted to explore the relationship between job satisfaction and professional
performance amongst academic staff at Yarmouk University, Jordan. The study sample
consisted of 185 academic staff members randomly selected from Yarmouk University. Two
instruments were developed: the first was designed to measure job satisfaction and the second
was designed to measure professional performance. The researcher ensured the reliability and
validity of the instruments prior to their application. Results revealed an overall moderate job
satisfaction level, but a high professional performance level amongst academic staff. Also,
results showed a significant positive correlation between job satisfaction and professional
performance.

Keywords: Job satisfaction, Professional performance, Yarmouk University.
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Basma M.S. Al-Tayar

Associate Professor of Curricula and Instruction Methods, Dept. of Curricula and Instruction, College of Education,

King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study was conducted to identify the role of social studies textbooks and teachers in
political education at the secondary level in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Using the descriptive
method, the researcher designed a questionnaire of 35 items classified into 3 main axes: a)
inclusion of political education in social studies textbooks, b) teachers’ role in providing
students with political knowledge and c) teachers’ role in developing and shaping students’
political practices. The questionnaire was administered to a sample of 63 geography and
history teachers (males and females). The results revealed moderate inclusion of political
education in social studies textbooks. Teachers seem to largely contribute to students’ political
knowledge, but almost hardly contribute to developing and/or shaping students’ political
practices. Also, the results showed statistically significant differences in the respondents’
answers in the second and third axes, which can be attributed to the gender variable in favor of
female teachers. However, there were no statistically significant differences due to the area of
specialization variable.

Keywords: Social studies, Geography, History, Textbooks, Political Education.
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The Extent to Which Preparatory Year Students Use Metacognitve Thinking Skills

Refat A. A. Kandeel

Assistant Professor, Department of Basic Sciences, Preparatory Year Program, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study was conducted to determine the extent to which preparatory year students use
metacognitive thinking skills, as well as the correlation of this usage with certain variables;
namely: gender, track and academic achievement. The study sample consisted of 602 male and
female students from King Saud University Preparatory Year Program. In this paper,
metacognitive thinking skills consisted of three main critera: (a) organizing knowledge, (b)
knowing knowledge and (c) processing knowledge. Results revealed moderate usage of
metacognitive thinking skills with an average of (1.88 / 3). Further, students demonstrated an
average use of criterion (a) and (b), with respectively a score of 1.97 and 2.01 out of 3, but a
low usage level of criterion ¢ (processing knowledge) with a score of 1.55. Also, findings
showed statistically significant differences amonst students which can be attributed to gender,
track and GPA variables in favor of female students, scientific track students and those with
higher GPAs.

Keywords: Metacognitive thinking skills, Organizing knowledge, knowing knowledge,
Processing knowledge.
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Evaluating the Educational Leadership Program at Taibah University
As Perceived by Participants*

Ibrahim A. Abu Jamae

Assistant Professor of Educational Administration, College of Education, Taibah University, Madinah,
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Abstract

This study aims at evaluating TaibahU educational leadership program as perceived by school
principals and educational leaders enrolled in the program. It aims at identifying the
participants’ views in terms of the program’s effectiveness, pros and cons, as well as their
recommendations for improvement. The study sample consisted of 25 participants. Findings
revealed that the content of the program largely meets their needs. Positive impression about
the usefulness of acquired information has reached 96%. As to their recommendations for
improvement, 100% of the participants recommend their total exemption from program tuition
fees. Negative feedback included the absence of a pause allowing participants to perform their

religious pray on time

Keywords: Program evaluation, Educational leadership program, Educators.
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Academic Staff Role in Promoting Ethics and Values amongst Their Students

Talal M. F. Almeajel

Associate Professor, Department of Curricula and Instruction, College of Education, KSU, PSAU, Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study was conducted to identify the instructors’ role in promoting ethics and values
amongst their own students as perceived by the students. The paper used the descriptive
approach to collect data from students enrolled in KSU and PSAU Universities. The paper also
sought to compare students’ perception based on a set of variables; namely: 1) university in
which they are enrolled, 2) gender, 3) study year and 4) GPA. Findings revealed that academic
staff allocate significant importance to scientific values at the expense of all other values
which — as perceived by students — came with a moderate degree and came in the following
order: personal, social, religious and patriotic values. Also, the two institutions do not seem to
place the expected effort to promote values in general. Results showed significant differences
that can be attributed to the university variable in favor of KSU, study year in favor of first
year and GPA in favor of students with higher GPA.

Keywords: Values, Faculty members, King Saud University, Prince Sattam University.

N







|
Taibah University Journal of Educational Sciences ‘ Volume 10, No 3, 2015

S aaf & Gaaadl) B)lga gkl AU Jeal) Aaid) 15 g da Julas
dda daalay 4 puaat) 450

Badll A ae b afjls

A g g pell ASLaal) by siall Aigaall chds dnala cdyhlaiy) Al S5 cae Lsall Aylady) ARN) St

wadlal)

glaw¥) s "Q: Skills for Success” USH b diaaiall U Jead) ddadil Jlas duhal) oda sl
sl dgyel) ASlad) Al Gl dgppaatl) Ll (Ol Aald Aepk - dedid) (ggiee oGl
Blge psk adn Al S Jed ddaisl e QUSD elgia) gae o Gl g Auball o34 (e Canglls
QS Cpanai (520 Adpra Auhall gl LAgh deals 3 dppaail) Aol Al ool dgnlaty) ARG Gaasil
S g Al S Jead) 4.zl "Q: Skills for Success' Listening and Speaking, Introduction Book
LSl aladind 5 A gl Ayl ASleall 8 dpds drals 8 dpppcaatl) A Ak s Caatl) Bylga ek
G Sl Jaad) ddaisl o Jilaill il CliS L lgapiagiy Auhal) iy dileiall ZE0 (el dysiall Al
ek ) gy Jlad IS8 aaatl Ajlae o DUl o daid) oy s da Al e Q)

gl ZalL Goatl) 3ylea

gpaal) Al (sl len ¢ AU Jaadl ¢gginal) Jilas Apabidal) cilalS))

r 435 }_ © Taibah University Journal of Educational Sciences.
L All Rights Reserved



Content Analysis of Pair-Work Activities that Develop Speaking Skills in a Textbook Used in TaibahU Preparatory Year Program

independently and probably offer them the sensation
of being more secure when they work on their own.
Also, pair work stimulates students to share ideas and
help each other. Further, it increases the use of
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by giving examples about why they feel stress with
certain groups and why they do not feel stressful with
others. The assignment on page 126 is a good
example. The learners should create, conduct and
discuss a healthy survey with their partners. The
activity allows the learners to give their opinions
freely about health and healthy habits. Each partner
writes six questions about healthy habits, including
diet, sleep and work questions. The partners can
discuss their ideas and can benefit from each other
regarding this issue. One may convince a partner
about his/her healthy habit he/ she has used to do by
justifying its effects. The partner also may talk about
an experience of a bad habit and how he/she changed
it. The topic is really interesting and the activities
positively support the topic of the unit.

According to the ninth unit” Cities”, the speaking
activities cover (44.117%) of the whole activities of
the book. More than a half of them are pair work
activities. This may refer to the fact that the topic itself
encourages the learners to speak, especially in the
KSA, where many learners travel to different cities in
and out the Kingdom. The learners can discuss many
issues about the cities they have visited by giving
examples from their real life experiences. For
instance, the activity on page 142 asks the learners to
write about a city they have visited and to read their
sentences to their partners. They should use past
simple verbs. These kinds of activities are considered
good examples to let the learners practice speaking
and exchange the information they know about other
cities with their partners. It expands the learners’
knowledge and let them practice speaking effectively.
The example on page 145 seems to be attractive with
the advertisement about London. The learners should
check the given things they can see on the
advertisement such as interesting sights, good
shopping, natural beauty, great museums,... etc. Then,
they should compare them with the partners. The
learners may agree or disagree on what they can see.
That leads them to discuss the activity from their
points of view, and as a pair work activity they can
discuss it freely. This activity also enhances the
learner's awareness about other cultures.

Finally, the last unit of the book “Milestone”
contains (41.176%) speaking activities. (78.571%) of
them demand pair work. This high percentage may

refer to the learners’ interests in such topic. The events
that the learners may talk about are varied. Each
learner has his/her own event. The learners may need
to talk about their experiences in such topic. They may
talk about their own event or their family’s events.
The activity on page 157 asks the learners to talk
about some milestones in their life with partners.
Some of the mentioned milestones are: getting the first
car, visiting a foreign country, starting college,
moving away to study,... etc. The given milestones
are varied and allow the learners to choose the ones
that happened with them. The assignment on page 163
is a good example to practice speaking with a partner.
Each learner should interview a classmate about
important events in his/her life. The interviewer
should give a presentation about them. This activity
allows the learner to practice speaking with a partner
as well as in front of the whole class. The good thing
about this pair work activity is that the learner can get
a feedback from the partner which reduces the stress
that he/she may feel when presenting the partner’s
ideas in front of the whole class. Mcfadden (2010)
claims that students like to work in pairs, because that
helps them take part in the class and feel more
confident.

Inferences and Conclusion

The analysis of the pair work activities included in
the textbook "Q: Skills for Success: Listening and
Speaking" Introduction Level, reveals high integration
percentage of these activities. They encourage
students to practice speaking in a proper way which is
a good indicator thatthe textbook focuses on
important activities. According to Nunan (2003), pair
work activities can be used to increase the amount of
time for learners to speak in the target language during
lessons.

Recommendations

In light of the findings, this paper recommends
adequate implementation of pair work activities in
EFL classrooms. Such activities should not be
neglected, due to their remarkable effects in
encouraging students to practice English language and
heightening their focus. They allow students to be
more implicated in their own learning process. They
also help students develop the habit of working
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partner, thus, the learner may ask his/her partner about
the meaning of some kinds of food or some adjectives
that describe food without being embarrassed in front
of the whole class. The assignment of the unit on page
57 asks the learners to make a survey and interview a
classmate about food choices. This activity is an
enthusiastic one. The learners can talk about food they
like or dislike, their choices of food and any other
issue about food. They also can talk about their
opinions of some types of food. On the other hand, the
activities of unit five seems to be as interesting as
those in unit four. For example, activity B on page 67
asks the learner to share his/her ideas with a partner to
give their opinions about fun and what makes
something fun. Such activity allows the learners to
practice speaking skill and to express their thoughts
and feelings at the same time. The good thing about
pair work in such activity is that it gives learners a
degree of privacy and allows them to talk about things
that they might not attempt in front of the whole class.
When a learner speaks with a partner, only one person
can hear his/her mistakes which helps giving shy and
reserved learners more confidence in their ability to
use the language. Moreover, learners may feel less
anxious while interacting with peers than during
whole-class discussions (Brown, 2001).

The sixth unit "Home" has 54.5% pair work
activities of the speaking activities which cover
30.55% of the activities. It means that about 50% of
the speaking activities use pair work. This is somehow
moderate. The topic also relates to the students’
interests and needs. The learners may find this topic a
good one according to the environment they live in.
Most learners like to describe their homes whether big
or small, a villa or an apartment,... etc. For instance,
the activity on page 81 requires working in pairs. Each
learner should talk about what he/she wants in a home
and to compare the answers with a partner and
whether they both agree or disagree. The learners will
talk about the place they want to live in whether it is
convenient, near stores and restaurants, it doesn’t cost
a lot of rent, it has a private room, living with their
extended family, good friends and nice neighbors,
near public transportation and near a park. The
learners rank the items and that helps them think about
what is important to them. The good thing about pair
work here is the fact that each partner can justify
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answers to one person which makes it easier to them
than to justify the answers to the whole class which
might cause a kind of confusion to the learner. Strauss
and Allice (2007) state that students need to be
encouraged to work in pairs, because this is likely to
provide them with the opportunity to practice the
language to improve their fluency.

According to the topic of the seventh unit"
Weather", the speaking activities cover (42.425%) of
the whole activities of the unit and (57.14%) of these
activities are pair work activities. The percentage is
also fair. It may refer to the fact that not all learners
are interested in weather as well as in the other topics.
Learners are interested in weather conditions to know
what to wear and where to go during their weekends
and vacations. Besides, learners know a little about
weather, because they live in a place which does not
have that kind of unsteady and variable weather
conditions. This leads to the fact that most students do
not have a lot to talk about with their partners. Despite
this, the more they learn about the weather, the more
they produce ideas.

The activity on page 98 asks the students to work
in pairs to discuss their kind of weather, what they like
about it, the weather they do not like and what they do
not like about it, and what kinds of weather cause
problems. This kind of activity makes the learners
think about the weather in their city, country and other
places. That might be suitable for some learners, but
some learners do not experience the weather out their
city or their country.

Regarding the 8" Unit” Health”, the speaking
activities cover (42.857%) of the whole unit activities.
The pair work activities are (80%) of the speaking
activities. The percentage is somehow high. It may
relate to the importance of the topic. The learners
should be aware of the things that affect their health.
The pair work activity helps them enhance their
knowledge about what is healthy and what is not.
They can share their ideas with their partners. The
example on page 116 asks the learners to discuss their
answers with their partners about when they feel
stressful. The activity encourages the learners to
express the time they feel more stressful whether
when they are with their families, at school, with their
neighbors, at work or with their friends. The learners
can add more information about their feeling of stress
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example, the activity on page 13 asks the students to
write their answers to the given questions about their
interests, such as their hobbies and cooking. They also
have to add extra information in pair work. These
questions motivate the students to practice speaking
effectively, because they have to talk about their own
hobbies, what they are good at, whether they are
interested in history and other interests. The students
work in pairs to interview a classmate about his/ her
interests and then introduce the partner to the whole
class. The student in such activity can talk about
his/her interests freely with the partner who in his/her
turn is going to present the information to the class
including a greeting like "good morning" and the
introduction phrase “this is...”.

Students in such activities have a lot to say and to
talk about; they talk about things they like to do, they
are interested in and good at. They also learn how to
keep the conversation going by taking time to think
and using special expressions such as: "Hmm, Let's
see, Let me think and Uh". Jones (2007) described the
atmosphere in pair work as more protective and
private than in a group. He claimed that students often
feel less inhibited in a pair, and they can talk about
more personal feelings or experiences than they would
do even in a small group. He also added that pairs
seem to be more conducive to cooperation and
collaboration, while groups tend to be more conducive
to disagreement and discussion.

According to the second unit “Friendship”, pair
work activities are employed the same way. The
question of the unit is "How do you make friends?"
Having talked and discussed the person's interests in
Unit One, students give a presentation that describes
some good ways to make friends; including details
and examples. In pairs, the students discuss the subject
matter of the unit in different ways. For example, on
page 19, the students should tick the activities which
are good according to their opinion for making
friends. Each student should compare his/her answers
with a partner. This gives them an opportunity to talk
about their ways to make friends and to share them
with another person that may help them to find new
ways to make friends or to offer new ways to their
partners. These kinds of activities encourage learners
to talk about what they can do and develop their
ability in expressing themselves. They also promote a

friendly classroom atmosphere which encourages
students, especially shy ones, to communicate and
interact using their English language since they are
talking to their classmates, so embarrassment is
reduced and students become highly motivated to talk
and listen using English (Ommagio, 2001).

Regarding the third unit "Education”, there are
75% pair work speaking activities of the speaking
activities. The topic of the unit encourages the
students to talk about their experiences at their schools
as well as their friendship there. The best way to talk
about schools is to talk to a partner. This means that
the students have chances to talk freely and
spontaneously  without being  worried about
committing mistakes. The unit has a good number of
speaking activities, especially pair work ones. For
example, in activity B on page 38, the students should
discuss their opinions of the given statements on
activity A with their partners. The statements are
about what makes a good school such as: learning a
foreign language in school, having good friends,
having a new building,... etc. Each student should
express his/her opinion and then discuss it with his/her
partner. Another example is the one on page 42. The
students should complete the conversations after
listening. After that, they compare their answers with
those of their partners. This activity is good for both
skills listening and speaking. The students learn a new
speaking skill which is giving opinions using | think
that, in my opinion, | agree and | disagree. Besides,
they can practice their speaking after listening to the
given audio.

Moving to the fourth unit" Food" and the fifth unit
"Fun", the speaking activities cover 33.3% of the
activities of the two units. There are 90.9% pair work
activities. The percentage is high. The topics of the
two units may motivate learners to talk to their peers.
Learners may say anything they want about food and
fun. They can talk about their favorite food, their best
dishes and meals, what they like to do for fun. The
activity on page 49 asks the students to work in pairs
to answer questions about a convenient food with
strong flavor, whether the learner is vegetarian or eats
meat, how often he/she eats organic food, does he/she
avoid food with artificial ingredients and why and to
name three nutritious foods. The activity provides the
learner with an opportunity to talk about food with the
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the pair work activities integrated in the student's book

"Q: Skills for Success: Listening and Speaking”.

Table 1. Frequencies and percentages of the whole activities, the speaking activities and
pair work activities of the Student's Book in "'Q: SkKills for Success: Listening and Speaking"*

Percentages of
. . . Pair Work
. Frequencies Frequencies Pair o
Title of the s Percentage . Percentage Activities
. of Activities of Speaking Work .
Unit . % . % o According to
of the Unit Activities Activities .
Speaking
Activities

1.People 31 9.480 14 45,161 11 78.571
2.Friendship 29 8.869 12 41,380 6 50
3.Education 30 9.174 12 40 9 75
4.Food 33 10.092 11 33.333 10 90.909
5.Fun 32 9.785 12 37.5 8 66.667
6.Home 36 11.009 11 30.556 6 54.545
7.Weather 33 10.092 14 42.424 8 57.143
8.Health 35 10.703 15 42.857 12 80
9.Cities 34 10.398 15 44,117 10 66.667
10.Milestones 34 10.398 14 41.176 11 78.571
Total 327 100 130 39.755 91 70

Table (1) shows that of all activities, more than
thirty-five percent demand speaking and seventy five
percent of the speaking activities demand pair work.
This is a good indicator of the issue under discussion.

In general, this table shows that the total number
of activities is (327). There are (130) speaking
activities distributed fairly over the ten units. The
percentage of the speaking activities is (39.755%),
which means that more than one-third of the whole
activities enhance speaking skill. Besides, there are
(91) activities that need working in pairs which means
that (70%) of the speaking activities demand pair
work. This indicates that the pair work activities have
a good degree of inclusion. As seen in Table 1, the use
of pair work activities is clear among the ten units. For
example, Unit One "People" has (78.571%) of pair
work activities inclusion. Unit two has (50%) of pair
work activities.

Each unit includes a different number of pair work
activities which might relate to the topic of each unit.
It is obvious that the unit which includes the most
number of pair work activities is Unit Four "Food"
which has (90. 909%) of pair work activities, followed
by Unit Eight "Health". Other units include between
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(78. 571%) and (50%) pair work activities. Those
numbers indicate that the inclusion of pair work
activities is distributed in a fair way.

The researcher also discussed the results in detail
with examples in order to clarify them. Pair work
activities of Unit One "People” focus on the unit
question "What are you interested in? The activities
discuss a number of issues about a person; his
appearance, personality and interests. For example, the
activity on page 5 encourages students to practice
speaking by asking them to compare their answers
about their interests with their partners. Students in
such activities should discuss their interests according
to the given sentences. They should circle true or false
and add more true sentences about themselves, and
then compare their answers with their partners. Each
student has an opportunity to talk, no one should be
afraid. In fact, the students feel more relax when they
talk to each other. This activity gives the students a
chance to use the language and to practice it freely
without worrying about making errors or mistakes,
because the students themselves may correct each
other's errors. In addition, they can benefit from
exchanging opinions about the topic they work on. For
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and Speaking" Introduction Book and determining the
extent to which pair work activities develop students’
speaking ability.

Significance of the Study

Students enrolled at the Preparatory Year Program
of Taibah University study English language as an
essential and basic course. They study the four levels
of "Q: Skills for Success" series. As per the
researcher’s knowledge, this study will be the first to
be conducted on pair work activities that develop
speaking skill, and is, therefore, important to evaluate
and analyze the pair work activities included in “Q:
Skills for Success" Introduction Book. Findings of this
study will be useful to educators interested in
curriculum planning and development, textbook
writers, supervisors, teachers and students.

Definition of Terms
Inclusion: It is the presence of the pair work
activities that develop speaking in "Q: Skills for
Success: Listening and Speaking" Introduction Book.
Pair work activity: It is the activity that gives the
student a chance to talk with another partner so as to
achieve a certain task.

Limitations of the Study

This study is limited to the activities which include
pair work activities in "Q: Skills for Success:
Listening and Speaking" Introduction Book.

Methodology

The researcher analyzed the content of the whole
activities of “Q: Skills for Success: Listening and
Speaking" Introduction Book, both quantitatively and
qualitatively, to determine the extent of integrating
pair work activities that encourage students to practice
speaking skill.

Analysis Criterion

The criterion of the study is the extent of
integrating pair work activities in “Q: Skills for
Success" Introduction Book.

Analysis Unit
Analysis unit is the activity.

Analysis Sample

The sample of analysis consists of the activities
included in the Student's Book of "Q: Skills for
Success: Listening and Speaking" Introduction Book.

Reliability of Content Analysis
According to Zawahreh (2012), reliability and
validity of content analyses are both joined with those
addressed in other research methods. The reliability of
a content analysis study refers to its stability, or the
tendency for a group of coders to consistently recode
the same data in the same way over a period of time;
reproducibility, or the tendency for a group of coders
to classify categories’ membership in the same way;
and accuracy, or the extent to which the classification
of a text satistically corresponds to a standard or norm.
In order to ensure the reliability of content
analysis, the researcher followed the following steps:
1.The researcher analyzed the activities which are
included in the Student's Book of “Q: Skills for
Success: Listening and Speaking" Intro Book.
2.The researcher repeated the analysis a week after the
first analysis using the same unit of analysis. It was
found that the consistency was (0.96), which
indicates a high coincidence between the two
analyses.
3.The researcher asked one of her colleagues who has
an experience in content analysis to analyze the
activities using the same unit of analysis. It was
found that the consistency was (0.95), which is also
high.

Data Analysis

The researcher used descriptive statistics; namely
frequencies and percentages to determine the results of
the study question. The question was discussed both
quantitatively and qualitatively.

Findings and Discussion

This part presents the findings of analysis
according to the question. The results of the question
are presented in Table (1). It shows the frequencies
and percentages of the existence of pair work
activities that demand speaking compared to the whole
speaking activities of the book, in order to clarify the
extent of their inclusion in the textbook.

Table (1) shows the frequencies and percentages of
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motivating and effective, since students interact and
communicate with each other using the target
language (Richards, 2006).

What is Pair Work?

Many researchers define pair work as any
classroom activity in which the whole class is divided
into pairs. According to research, pair work activity
helps students interact with each other in order to
achieve a certain task. Pair work provides students
with the opportunity to interact with each other to
share their thoughts, suggestions and experiences.
Kundo and Tutto (1989) claim that being a dominant
teacher in a class makes learning boring and kills the
students’ interests. Hadfield (1992) emphasizes the
importance of having effective strategies in order to
increase the amount of student talking time. Abdulla
(2007) conducted a study to investigate the effect of
pair work activities on oral communication skills.
Results of his study revealed that students are
interested in, and motivated by, working with their
friends. Therefore, there are several advantages in
using pair work to enhance young learners’ oral
communication skills. Using pair work provides
chances for students to learn the language in a
meaningful way. He states that pair work activity is a
valuable method to implement in EFL classrooms,
which has many advantages. It gives learners more
opportunities to use the language. Hadjaran (2010)
lists some advantages of using pair work such as:
increasing the time of students' speaking, reducing
stress while students are talking to each other, limiting
the mistakes students may commit and making the
class fun, less formal and more efficient. Lin (2010)
similarly argued that many studies have shown that
cooperative learning has great benefits for the
enhancement of students' motivation and promotion of
their social interactions. However, pair work has some
difficulties. For example, individuals cannot work as
quickly as they can by themselves. Besides, it needs
patience, communication skills and commitment to
make the most of the contributions of each pair.
Harmer (2001) mentions that working in pairs can be
problematic when some high linguistic students
interact with peers who are linguistically weaker than
them. Kumar (1992) states that it might be difficult to
have interaction and involvement in large classes' size.
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It means that the teacher has to monitor at the same
time lots of pairs and groups.

Pair Work and Speaking Skill

Ellis (1994) noted that students are more motivated
to engage in further communication when they have
more opportunities to speak. Richards and Renandya
(2002) claim that most Asian students are not trained
to speak up. Otherwise, they prefer other people to
take the limelight. According to Weaver and Hybles
(2004), in some -cultures, students become very
anxious about making mistakes in front of each other.
Polley (2007) examined the learner’s perceptions of
participation in a small group and in pair work. The
findings showed that learners displayed positive
perceptions toward small group and pair work. Thao
(2009) conducted a study on the effect of pair work
and group work activities on the speaking skills of the
students in terms of grammar, pronunciation and
intonation. The results of the study revealed that most
students felt safe in pair work and group work.
Besides, the average of the scores of the students who
worked in pair and group work activities became
higher than before. Finally, there was a significant
difference between the pair work and group work
activities in the speaking skills of the students in terms
of grammar, pronunciation and intonation.

Research Question

This study aims at answering the following
question:

To what extent do pair work activities of the
textbook entitled “Q: Skills for Success: Listening and
Speaking" develop students' speaking ability?

Purpose of the Study

Analyzing text books plays a significant role in
EFL teaching and learning process. It provides
textbooks' authors and researchers with the strengths
and weaknesses of a textbook and the extent to which
it is suitable for students and their teachers. Cunnings
Worth (1995) explained that knowing strengths and
weaknesses in textbooks allows optimum use of such
books; hence, weak points can be adapted or
substituted from other books.

This study aims at analyzing the pair work
activities included in “Q: Skills for Success: Listening
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ABSTRACT

Preparatory Year Program at Taibah University in Madinah uses different textbooks and
resources to improve students’ English language level in general. One of these books is entitled
“Q: Skills for Success: Listening and Speaking Introduction Level - Special Edition”. This
paper analyzes the content of this book and the extent to which it integrates pair-work activities
that develop students’ speaking skills. The researcher used descriptive statistics; namely
frequencies and percentages to determine the study results. The research question was
discussed quantitatively and qualitatively. Findings revealed the presence of a good percentage
of pair work activities dedicated to develop students’ speaking skill. Also, results showed that
such activities seem to motivate students to practice and ultimately enhance their speaking

skills.

Keywords: Textbook analysis, Pair work, Speaking skill, Preparatory year.

INTRODUCTION

Learning a foreign language requires the
deployment of different techniques and strategies that
facilitate the mission of both teachers and learners.
Speaking is one of the four basic skills of foreign
language learning. It is considered to be a crucial skill
that enables learners to communicate and produce
ideas and thoughts orally. Hence, learners of a
language constantly seek to improve their speaking
skills.

Indeed, speaking ability differs from one person to
another due to various factors; namely learner's
anxiety, self-esteem, motivation and readiness to
learn, learner’s active participation and interaction
with his/her peers... etc. According to Moon (2000),
pair work is a strategy used to organize students in
ways to maximize opportunities for learning. Harmer
(2001) claims that speaking has different aspects,
including two basic categories: a) accuracy, which

involves the correct use of vocabulary, grammar and
pronunciation practiced through controlled and guided
activities and b) fluency, which is defined by ‘the
ability to keep going when speaking spontaneously’.
Mac Intyre (2007) indicates the importance of the
learners' decisions to speak the language voluntarily
when they have the opportunity, even if they have
acquired basic language skills.

Over the past few decades, there has been an
increasing interest in teaching the skills of a foreign
language. Researchers and specialists in the field
expand their vision regarding teaching- learning
process (TLP) since the appearance of different kinds
of approaches and methods in TLP. Pair work is one
of those strategies which are becoming a vital part in
TLP. Waite and Davis (2006) believe that
collaborative approach motivates students better than
an individual one. Hence, they developed a
collaborative approach in order to help students to
learn research skills. It has been found to be
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