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The Motive of Honor in Committing Murder “ A Comparative Study”

Dr. Dania Marwan Yousef
Assistant Professor of Criminal Law, Department of Law, College of Sharia and
Law, University of Tabuk, Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This research addresses the concept of “honor motive” in the commission of
the crime of murder, commonly referred to in society as “honor crimes,” and
examines the extent to which penal provisions related to homicide are
applied in addressing this category of offenses. The legal treatment of such
crimes varies across Arab legal systems.

The study analyzes the impact of the honor motive on the criminal
responsibility of the perpetrator and the corresponding punishment by
adopting an analytical and comparative methodology. It examines the
provisions of various Arab penal codes, including those of Egypt, Jordan, and
Irag, among others, which have classified honor crimes as distinct from
intentional homicide. Some of these legislations have provided for mitigating
excuses for perpetrators who commit such acts under a state of extreme
emotional agitation, labeling them as crimes committed under a “fit of fury.”
The research further explores the position of the Saudi judiciary within the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which does not recognize honor motive as a factor
affecting the legal classification of homicide. Instead, Saudi jurisprudence
considers such offenses as intentional murder punishable by retribution
(gisas) and does not afford the perpetrator any mitigating or exculpatory
excuse, as its judicial rulings are derived from Islamic Sharia, which does not
acknowledge “honor crimes” as a distinct legal category separate from
intentional homicide. The study concludes with several findings and
recommendations, the most significant of which is the necessity of repealing
legal provisions that grant perpetrators of honor-related murders a
mitigating excuse under the pretext that the crime was committed in a state
of extreme anger in defense of personal or familial honor. Instead, such acts
should be classified as intentional homicide rather than a separate offense
with a reduced legal classification. This legal reform is essential to ensuring
adequate deterrence and preventing the unjustified commission of such
crimes.

Keywords: Honor crime, intentional homicide, criminal liability for homicide
committed under honor motive, legal punishment for homicide committed
under honor motive, crime of adultery.
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